SCIENCE, LIBERTY AND PEACE
cunning and childish, malevolent and silly, maniacally
egotistical, touchy and acquisitive, and at the same time
ludicrously boastful and vain. When the issues involved
are of no great weight, the adults in control of a nation's
policy are permitted, by the rules of the curious game
they are playing, to behave like adults. But as soon as
important economic interests or national prestige is in-
volved, this grown-up Jekyll retires and his place is taken
by an adolescent Hyde, whose ethical standards are those
of a boy-gangster and whose Weltanschauung seems to
have been formed by a study of Houston Stewart Cham-
berlain and the more sanguinary comic strips. And let us
remember that this same delinquent boy who, concealed
in the middle-aged body of a politician, decrees that
millions shall do and suffer the utmost in scientifically
organized malice, resides within us all, ready and waiting,
whenever some crisis makes us forget our surface ration-
ality and idealism, to come out into the open. To this
boy gangster in our midst, the natural reaction to the
atom bomb is not an impulse to put an end to war by
getting rid of its causes in nationalism, economic rivalry
and the qaving for power. Rather it is an impulse to
make use oFthe new powers provided by science for the
purpose of establishing world dominion for his particular
gang. It is a highly significant fact that people love to
talk about a war to end war, or a war to preserve demo-
cracy; they do not love to talk about peace to end war,
or self-governing democracy (which is the polar anti-
thesis of militarism) to preserve democracy. Like the
adult, with whom he is associated, the nationalistic boy-
gangster is frightened of what atomic power may do to
him and his world. Nevertheless he continues to think
in terms of gang rivalry and his own supremacy* * If,* he
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